
Attribute 4.2 Accountability (Data)  

Attribute 4.2 Accountability (Data): Diagnostic, ongoing, and vertically and 
horizontally aligned formative and summative assessments are used for all 
students to drive instructional decisions to promote student achievement. 

 

 

Outside of state standardized assessments, what else does your school use to assess 
students? How do these assessments drive instruction? (300 words max)  



Data driven instruction is a core component of the curriculum at Cleveland Middle 
School (CMS). Along with using the state TNReady tests, core academic teachers 
utilize their own unique forms of summative and formative assessments to monitor 
student growth and drive instruction. Also, social studies and science teachers utilize 
Study Island, which is a standard based assessment program, to evaluate student 
progress and mastery while ELA and math teachers implement iReady to evaluate 
student progress and standard mastery. Teachers utilize data from all of these 
assessments to adjust instruction and therefore enhance student learning and 
instruction performance. By regularly using Study Island and iReady, teachers are able 
to monitor growth throughout the academic year; evaluate instructional methodology, 
student learning and retention; and plan reteaching activities. Each core academic 
subject schedules regular benchmark testing. Here at CMS, we employ Canvas as our 
learning management system. This program allows teachers to deliver common 
benchmarks, harvest data, and make timely data driven curricular decisions to hone and 
refine instruction.  Related arts teachers use portfolios and pre/post assessments to 
progress monitor student performance as well. 

Cleveland Middle has common planning time for each grade level that allows teachers 
to plan vertically by subject and cross-curricularly. The sixth and seventh grades are 
organized by teams while the eighth grade is departmentalized in order to facilitate a 
smoother transition to the high school. Each core subject has a teacher leader to help 
facilitate planning professional development and standard-based assessments and 
activities. After school and designated professional development days allow teachers to 
plan horizontally across grade levels. Cleveland Middle School is a one to one 
technology-based school with a Blended Learning and Digital Enhancement (BLADE) 
facilitator who helps plan professional development and implementation of integrated 
technology-based instruction and assessments across all subjects. 
 


