
Medical Science  
Emergency Situation: Fractures/ Splinting  

 
Purpose:  
In the event of an emergency situation in which there are victims with a fracture, 
students are learning what to do and how to handle this type of situation.  
 
Questions: 

● Why can fractures be considered a medical emergency?  
● What tools/materials do we need in this situation?  
● Why is it important that we know what to do during this type of situation?  
● How should you handle this situation?  
● Why do we splint fractures and what is the proper way to splint a fracture?  

 
Assessment/ Action:  

1. Assessing the situation: Students are required to check if the scene is safe for 
them to treat the victim.  

a. Is the scene safe? 
b. Do I need to call EMS?  

2. Initial response: When arriving on the scene they have to assess the status of the 
patient to determine the extent of injury. In this case, our victim is showing 
multiple signs of a fracture. Students must guide the victim on how to properly 
support the injury to keep from further injury.  

3. Forming a plan: Students learn that immobilization of a fracture is the best initial 
treatment of a fracture before transporting the victim for further care. 

4. Plan into action: Students must gather the appropriate materials to the splint the 
fractured area. Students must gather a splint and a way to secure the splint. In 
class, they are able to use SAM moldable splints and elastic bandage to apply 
the splint.  

5. Reassess: Once the students have applied the splint, the student must reassess 
the patient's condition. 

a. Are there any signs or symptoms of shock?  
b. Does the body part still have good circulation? Is the splint on too tight or 

too loose?  
c. Is EMS on site or on the way?  
d. What is the best way to get the victim further care?  

 
Reflection:  

● How might the situation have changed if it was the victims ankle instead of the 
wrist? What might you have needed?  



● What is the most significant part of splinting? What is most important?  
● What could you have used instead of a SAM splint?  
● Did the victim receive the care they needed?  

 


