
 
 

Project/Problem Based Learning Template 
Created By:  
Grace Dyrek 

Topic:  
“eTravelers” 

Grade Level or Subject: 
“Gifted” Enrichment 6-8 

Science Standards: 
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING PRINCIPLE: 
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information (Observe) Students can evaluate text, media, and visual displays of 
information with the intent of clarifying claims and reconciling explanations. Students can communicate scientific information 
in writing utilizing embedded tables, charts, figures, graphs  Students can communicate technical information about proposed 
design solutions using tables, graphs, and diagrams. 
 
Math Standards: 
Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 
Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 
Model with mathematics 
Use appropriate tools strategically 
Attend to precision 
Look for and make use of structure 
Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 
 
ELA Standards: 
Writing: 
1Evidence includes facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples as appropriate 
to the task and the stimuli. 
2 Domain-specific vocabulary refers to the terminology used in the stimuli and/or associated with the topic. 
3 Conventions of standard written English include sentence structure, grammar, usage, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. 
 

Additional Standards (Social Studies, Art, Physical Education): 
Identify and explain the importance of the characteristics of civilizations, including: (C, E, G, H, P) · the presence of geographic 
boundaries and political institutions · an economy that produces food surpluses · a concentration of population in distinct areas 
or cities · the existence of social classes · developed systems of religion, learning, art, and architecture · a system of record 
keeping technology 
 

PBL Summary:  
WELCOME TO THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME! 
As a world citizen you will be plotting your course around the 
globe...for this academic year you will travel to each of the seven 
continents and experience all of the amazing cultures and world 
heritage sites of your own choosing, while learning survival 
skills in a foreign language.  Periodically you will be required to 
showcase your language survival skills, share your travel 
itinerary with the group, assess how well you are keeping to a 
strict budget and report on your virtual experiences.  So, keep 
meticulous notes, diagrams, drawings in your Atlas Obscura 
Journal to remind you where you are and why it matters… 
 
NOTES: 
Each time the group gathered we had a 10 minute mini-lesson 
on one of the Atlas Obscura destinations that was bizarre and 
tied it to what they were learning as they catalogued their own 
trips.  We actually did a TED ED video clip on:  How Pandemics 
Spread and talked about the Coronavirus in January 2020; 
relating how unexpected illnesses during travel can change your 
plans.  During these mini-lessons, tie-ins were made to 
mathematical calculations in how many miles you’ve travelled 

Multi-Dimensional/Driving Question: Think of 
a relevant problem with multiple solutions that 
will drive student learning. 
As an eTraveler prepare to accept a most wonderful 
adventurous challenge:  to take the rough, wild path in a 
landscape where everything is new!  Travel stirs a special 
kind of wisdom, a truly attentive journey allows one to see 
through the world's pretensions and develop a sense of 
openness and responsiveness to the human condition.  As 
you embark upon this venture around the world, leave 
behind ignorant stereotypes and find what makes each place 
you encounter unique.  
 
DRIVING QUESTION:  
Can you travel with an open heart and an open mind?  This 
will be our challenge.  "May the stars light your way and may 
you find the interior road.  Forward!"     ~Traditional Irish 
Farewell. 



 
 
so far to how much money you have left from the original: 
$10,000. 
 

Tennessee Academic Standards for Science Connection 
Disciplinary Core Idea(s): 
 
Students recognize, classify, and record 
patterns in quantitative data from 
empirical research and mathematical 
representations. 

Science & Engineering Practice(s): 
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING PRINCIPLE: 
Analyzing and interpreting data. 
Students form explanations using source 
(including student developed 
investigations) which show comprehension 
of parsimony, utilize quantitative and 
qualitative models to make predictions, 
and can support or cause revisions of a 
particular conclusion. 

Cross Cutting Concept(s):  
CROSSCUTTING CONCEPT: 
Structure and Function 
Students design systems, 
selecting materials for their 
relevant properties. 
 
Scale, Proportion, and Quantity 
Students develop models to 
investigate scales that are beyond 
normal experiences. 
 

21st Century Skills Addressed (circle all that apply):  ALL of these aspects apply during the project’s timeline. 

 
               Creativity                                   Collaboration                                   Critical Thinking  
 
Communication                Information literacy                     Media literacy                                Technology Literacy 
  
       Flexibility                       Leadership                          Initiative             Productivity            Social Skills 
 
Culminating Event: What final student learning products will show student mastery of the content area 
standards? 
“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, 
wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's 
lifetime.”  ~ Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad 
 
Remember to write all entries into your Atlas Obscura travel journal with passion, curiosity, warmth, wisdom and humor. 
Create your own record of your varied destinations and bring us along to witness both the inner and outer journey.  Our 
culminating event will be sharing our journal entries with one another through FlipGrid. 
 
STUDENTS WERE URGED TO TRAVEL THE WORLD ON A BUDGET, SUBTRACTING FOR THEIR 
TRANSPORTATION FOOD AND LODGING; AS WELL AS FOR THE SITES THEY VISITED AND ANY SOUVENIRS 
THEY PURCHASED.  THEIR GRADE WILL BE BASED ON HOW WELL THEY KEPT TO THIS MISSION. 
 



 
 

Hook Event: Develop an 
introductory activity that will spark 
student interest and further 
questions. 
 
Discussion:  Ask students what type of 
music they like to listen to...ask if they 
think that culture makes a difference in the 
preferred style of music...and the value of 
music over the centuries and how it has 
evolved. 
 
Listen to the unusual sounds of an 
Mongolian Throat singer...be sure to study 
the traditional music of your destination. 
 
Show Tuvan Throat Singing video clip: 
https://youtu.be/qx8hrhBZJ98 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Partners: List potential 
business or industry partners that 
could add to the learning experience 
for students.  Include websites or 
contact info. 
 

1. Parents of students from other 
nationalities 

2.  Visit a foreign grocery store or the 
section of local grocery stores that 
have a wide selection of imported 
foods. 

3.  Have the students visit a foreign 
coin/exchange rates website where 
they can see the various currencies 
and make the connection between 
how you are constantly doing the 
math to keep up with the daily 
shopping and maintaining a 
reasonable budget as you travel to 
different countries.  

 
 

What do you need from 
these partners (i.e. guest 
speaker, field trip, help 
facilitate an activity)? 
 
 

1.  Request a visit and a 
sharing of experiences 
and novelties about their 
culture. 

2.  Have tasting days to try 
new flavors of savory and 
sweet delectables from 
other countries. 

3.  Showcase mystery 
artifacts from around the 
world and have students 
guess what it is and what 
it is used for...have their 
earn “foreign coins” to 
start their own collection 
as they progress from 
one country to the next 
and their passports are 
stamped to signify that 
they completed the 
requirements for the 
destination.  
 

Daily Activities: What activities will students complete to answer the 
multi-dimensional/driving question (that reinforces content from the 
standards)? 
Students will be recording all data in their Atlas Obscura Journals. 
Activity: 
DETAILS TO INCLUDE IN JOURNAL ENTRIES...For each destination as you plot your course 
around the world. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR EACH ENTRY INTO THE JOURNAL 
 
Pages 1 & 2 :  Destination; Date; Seasonal Weather; and Artifact Drawings 
 
Pages 3 & 4 :  Written facts & historically relevant sites and figures; reflections 
 
Pages 5 & 6 :  Map and details of mileage; diagrams of places visited; time difference 
 
Pages 7 & 8 :  Financial Page; costs of transportation; hotels; food; and tours; Currency 
Conversions 
 
Pages 9 & 10 :  Language survival skills and traditional foods; unique wildlife; customs and 
festivals 
 
Be sure to check on VISA requirements at your new destination and subtract $50.00 
should you require one to journey to that country… 
AVOID JUST LISTING DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ACTIVITIES 
“You want to create a captivating story that brings the journal to life, not a mundane list of 
things you’ve done. Also remember you don’t have to include everything, for example, if 

Resources/Materials 
Needed: 
 
RESEARCH LINKS TO USE... 
Begin HERE...primary link for 
airfare, hotel fare, and things to 
do! 
 
~location on map and distance 
between destinations for 
mileage count 
~language, greetings, survival 
skills; Treksplorer:  101 Survival 
Phrases to Master in Any 
Foreign Language 
~conversion from dollars to 
local currency, explanation of 
coinage 
~mode of transportation and 
costs incurred, trains, planes, 
automobiles, bicycles, boats 
~tours around the world and 
guides to hire in English; GeoEx: 
Extraordinary Tours around the 
World 

https://youtu.be/qx8hrhBZJ98
https://cibtvisas.com/?login=101655&msclkid=520bf93bc25a1d39cdd9a4b77c3eb112&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Bing%20-%20Unbranded%20General&utm_term=visas&utm_content=Bing%20-%20Visa%20General
https://www.expedia.com/
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/distance.html
https://library.transparent.com/tel/game/ng/#/login?continue=https:~2F~2Flibrary.transparent.com~2Ftel~2Fgame~2Fng~2F%23~2Fchooselanguage
https://www.treksplorer.com/foreign-language-survival-phrases/
https://www.treksplorer.com/foreign-language-survival-phrases/
https://www.treksplorer.com/foreign-language-survival-phrases/
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/currconv.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/currconv.htm
https://www.eurail.com/en/plan-your-trip/railway-map
https://www.expedia.com/
https://www.getyourguide.com/
https://www.geoex.com/?&utm_campaign=NB_Tier%202_Head%20Terms_Exact&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=nat%20geo%20travel&gclid=Cj0KCQjw6eTtBRDdARIsANZWjYZ-yG7uEejLlKHWiCAB70QGlQNFSegnh7LxPWCZVpIeH-n3-VhtNWUaAvN4EALw_wcB#view3
https://www.geoex.com/?&utm_campaign=NB_Tier%202_Head%20Terms_Exact&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=nat%20geo%20travel&gclid=Cj0KCQjw6eTtBRDdARIsANZWjYZ-yG7uEejLlKHWiCAB70QGlQNFSegnh7LxPWCZVpIeH-n3-VhtNWUaAvN4EALw_wcB#view3


 
 

 

you eat the same cereal in the hotel as you do at home there is no need to note this 
experience,” ~Joel Saunders, a travel writer at Boom Essays. 
Pick out some interesting activities and experiences from each day and write about them. 
Write about how different your daily life is and how it compares to what you had imagined 
it would be. 
Use dialogue, some of the best overseas stories come from overheard dialogues between 
tourists, locals or conversations you can be a part of. Write whatever catches your 
imagination, if it interests you it’s likely to interest your reader. 
You’ll find that one of the best parts of traveling is encountering people who are very 
different from you. Take in the local culture; journal about things people say and do that 
are new and interesting to you. 
 
PICTURES ARE WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
Combining images of your travels with words can form a comprehensive narrative of your 
travels. Take images of places you are describing, of a new friend, even a selfie or two if 
that’s the impression you want to give of your travels. 
Sometimes images can make the journal seem more human and personal, it can also bring 
back memories or inspire. If you forget or don’t have time to journal for a few days, you’ll 
be glad you took some pictures so that you can use them to help you remember and fill in 
the blanks. 
If you are so inclined, add sketches or doodles, they don’t have to be works of art but 
perhaps just mindless lines to pass the time on public transport. 
 
REFLECTION 
Think of yourself as the main character, or maybe even the hero, of your travels.  
Take some time to record your trials and tribulations. Reflect on how the experience 
changed you or will change you in the future. 
Did you learn something new about it yourself, like a new skill or the enjoyment of 
something you previously hadn’t enjoyed? Traveling can help people grow and evolve into 
better versions of themselves, it teaches you to appreciate people’s differences, to accept 
different cultures and to be more patient, amongst others. 
 

~history and significant sites to 
visit...relate to your passionate 
interests 
~aspects of the culture, such as 
dress, foods, festivals, religion, 
and the arts/music/dance 
traditions and handicrafts 
~date, time of year, weather, 
climate 
~cool & weird animals around 
the world 
~hotels, B&Bs, cave hotels, 
ships, cabins, and bohios; 
AirBnB stays and experiences  
~Use the free Google App 
Translate with a picture and see 
how it translates a significant 
item from your adventure 
 
The World is at your fingertips! 
Using Google Earth to help 
determine destinations and 
explore thoroughly, planning 
distance using this calculator: 
https://www.timeanddate.com/w
orldclock/distance.html 
 

Technology Integration: How is technology embedded into this PBL unit? 

It is embedded into everything the students will be doing for this is a virtual trip around the world, led by the student’s own 
interests, curiosity and selections.  

Students are to research everything including:  Noting the names and menus of restaurants you want to attend, sightseeing 
tours that interest you, hiking spots or just photos to help inspire you. 

PBL EXPERIENCE 

Feel the dustiness of the traveler's life and remember that what you see today may not be the same tomorrow.  Advice...enjoy 
every bit of food; walk at a slower pace and take in your surroundings, not merely through the lens of a camera, but with your 
own eyes, opened wide...look at nature and become aware of the setting, the characters, and the motivations of all you meet 
along the way.  Use the Internet to enrich your experiences, watching the videos of these foreign lands.  

Capstone Presentation: How will students present what they’ve learned publicly?  This can be the 
culminating event if that event is presenting what has been learned publicly. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Students will present by using FlipGrid:  Instructions:  Go to our classroom grid that is set-up to guide you through the process 
of creating your "FlipGrid" Presentation of your destinations taken in your virtual journey around the world...HERE 
 

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/places
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/places
https://www.thecultureist.com/2014/11/28/31-traditional-forms-dress-around-world/
https://regevelya.com/foods-around-the-world/
https://www.venuereport.com/roundups/22-celebrations-of-culture-from-around-the-world/
http://d3tt741pwxqwm0.cloudfront.net/WGBH/sj14/sj14-int-religmap/index.html
https://www.travelchannel.com/interests/arts-and-culture/photos/dance-around-the-world-photos
https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=AwrC3L5hfoNdznoA3gMPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByMjB0aG5zBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzYw--?p=unusual+world+handicrafts&fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hspart=Lkry&hsimp=yhs-SF01
https://www.accuweather.com/en/world-weather
https://www.accuweather.com/en/world-weather
https://greenglobaltravel.com/weird-animals-around-the-world/
https://greenglobaltravel.com/weird-animals-around-the-world/
https://www.expedia.com/Hotels
https://www.uniqhotels.com/cave-hotels
https://www.airbnb.com/s/London/experiences?refinement_paths%5B%5D=%2Fexperiences&current_tab_id=experience_tab&selected_tab_id=experience_tab&search_type=filter_change&screen_size=large&hide_dates_and_guests_filters=false&place_id=ChIJdd4hrwug2EcRmSrV3Vo6llI
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.translate&hl=en_US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.translate&hl=en_US
https://www.google.com/earth/
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/distance.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/distance.html
https://flipgrid.com/a6e47b76

