
 
 

Project/Problem Based Learning Template 
Created By:  
Emily Buckner  
 

Topic:  
Ancient China: Silk Road 

Grade Level or Subject: 
6 

Science Standards: 
 
 
Math Standards: 
 
 
ELA Standards: 
 
 
Additional Standards (Social Studies, Art, Physical Education): 
6.38 Describe how the desire for Chinese goods influenced the creation of The Silk Road 

and initiated cultural diffusion throughout Eurasia, including the introduction of Buddhism 

into ancient China.  
 
PBL Summary: Write a few sentences describing this 
PBL unit. 
 
Students will explore the “Silk Road” trade networks 
through museum resources and a reenactment of 
exchange along the route.  

Multi-Dimensional/Driving Question: Think of 
a relevant problem with multiple solutions that 
will drive student learning. 
 

● Is the Silk Road an example of 
globalization?  

● Should the Silk Road be renamed?  
● How did international trade happen 

hundreds of years ago? 
 
 
 
 
 

Tennessee Academic Standards for Science Connection 
Disciplinary Core Idea(s): 
6.LS2.6 Ecosystem Change  

Science & Engineering Practice(s): 
Obtaining, evaluating, and 
communicating information 

Cross Cutting Concept(s):  
Observation & Explanation 
Cause & Effect  
 
 

21st Century Skills Addressed (circle all that apply): 
 
               Creativity                                   Collaboration                                   Critical Thinking   
 
Communication                Information literacy                     Media literacy                                Technology Literacy 
  
       Flexibility                       Leadership                          Initiative             Productivity            Social Skills 
 



 
 

Culminating Event: What final student learning products will show student mastery of the content area 
standards? 
 
Students will show mastery through successfully trading and obtaining the desired goods for their 
civilization. ] 
Students will work together to answer the following questions:  
• What is the main idea in this case?  
• What objects are in this section?  
• What things were most surprising to you? 
 • What made you ask more questions?  
• What did this case make you learn about the Silk Road that you didn’t know before?  
Upon completion of the visit, groups will share their information through a gallery walk. 
 
 
 
Hook Event: Develop an 
introductory activity that will spark 
student interest and further 
questions. 
 
Start a discussion using the 
following questions. This could also 
be completed as a quick-write. 
Examples:  
• Where does your shirt come from? 
Have students check their labels, 
and locate the places on a map.  
• How do you think your shirt made 
its way to you? What are all the 
stages (for example, made, shipped, 
sold, bought by you) in its journey? 
• What is globalization? Where have 
you heard that before? What does it 
mean?  
• How long has globalization 
existed? 
 • Imagine you are living 1,000 
years ago. If you wanted a shirt 
from [Vietnam], how could you get 
it? 
 
 

Community Partners: List potential 
business or industry partners that 
could add to the learning experience 
for students.  Include websites or 
contact info. 
 

1. Dr. Laing- expert in China 
History  

 
 

2. clothing manufacturer  
 
 
 

What do you need from 
these partners (i.e. guest 
speaker, field trip, help 
facilitate an activity)? 
 
 
 

1. guest speaker  
 
 
 

2. guest speaker  
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Activities: What activities will students complete to answer the 
multi-dimensional/driving question (that reinforces content from the 
standards)? 
Activity: 
1.Introduce the concept of the Silk Road. We are going to ask ourselves how 
people traded all over the world before airplanes, trains, semi-trucks, and 
cargo ships. Show a world map, and ask students what they already know 

Resources/Materials 
Needed: 

● Website: China 
Hall- Field Museum 

● Game pieces 
● Note-taking Sheet 

for Marco Polo  

http://chinahall.fieldmuseum.org/gallery-5
http://chinahall.fieldmuseum.org/gallery-5


 
 

about the Silk Road. Introduce the activity by first assigning roles and 
asking students to show on the map where they are from: • Chinese Trader 
(1 student) with the following cards: o Silk o Gunpowder o Bubonic Plague 
(disease) Wants: Ivory, Olive Oil • East African Trader (1 student) with the 
following cards: o Ivory o Bubonic Plague (disease) Wants: Textiles • 
Roman Trader (1 student) with the following cards: o Glass o Olive Oil o 
Bubonic Plague (disease) Wants: Silk, Spices • Indian Trader (1 student) 
with the following cards: o Textiles o Buddhism (religion) Wants: Incense 
• Arabian Trader (1 student) with the following cards: o Incense o Spices o 
Islam (religion) Wants: Glass, Gunpowder • Marco Polo (5 students) - one 
will stay with each trader and describe everything that goes on using the 
graphic organizer below • Merchant (remaining students) with one of the 
following cards: o Oasis Towns o Caravans o Ships o Language o Trade 
relationship Share the following rules: o Only Merchants can initiate trade o 
The game is over when everyone has what they want. o Marco Polo(s) will 
watch and report on what happens o A “Merchant” card must be part of 
every trade.  
This activity takes around 10-15 minutes. 
 
After the activity, have the Marco Polos make their reports using the 
following discussion questions: 
 • What happened?  
• What surprised you? 
 • Why did the merchants do all of the trading? 
 • What questions do you have? Marco Polo can “phone a friend” and call on 
other students to help them explain everything. The class can then generate 
a list of questions they have about the Silk Road. 
 
Working in groups, students will explore content in the Cyrus Tang Hall of 
China. Content can be explored in one of two ways: • Visiting the museum 
in person  
• Using the online exhibition: http://chinahall.fieldmuseum.org/  
In the exhibit, students will focus on different topics.  
Guiding questions: 
• How was the Silk Road discovered? 
 • What was the Maritime Silk Road?  
• Who were the people on the Silk Road? 
 • How do social scientists today know about the Silk Road?  
• What was traded on the Silk Road?  
 
Students will work together to answer the following questions: 
 • What is the main idea in this case?  
• What objects are in this section?  
• What things were most surprising to you? 
 • What made you ask more questions?  
• What did this case make you learn about the Silk Road that you didn’t 
know before? Upon completion of the visit, groups can share their 
information through a gallery walk. 
 

● Map of Silk Road 



 
 

 

Students can work together in groups to analyze the question, “Is the Silk 
Road an example of globalization?” and “Should the Silk Road be renamed?” 
Assign students to different arguments, or let them choose. Students can 
give feedback to each other using the rubric.  
 

 
Technology Integration: How is technology embedded into this PBL unit? 
 
Students will explore the Silk Road through a virtual field trip to the Field Museum.  
 
 
Capstone Presentation: How will students present what they’ve learned publicly?  This can be the 
culminating event if that event is presenting what has been learned publicly. 
 
Students will present what they’ve learned in a gallery walk.  
 


