
 
 

Project/Problem Based Learning Template 
Created By:  
Jonathan Burger, K.J. Harris,  
Jake Moats, Derrick Marr 

Topic:  
Living Timeline of the Renaissance, 
Reformation, and Scientific 
Revolution 

Grade Level or Subject: 
7th grade Social Studies 

Science Standards: 
Some topics (persons, places, objects, and events) presented by students in this project will include a 
variety of inventions and developments leading  up to and during the Scientific Revolution. 
 
Math Standards: 
Students are asked to arrange their topics along a timeline of the history of early Modern Europe (c. 1300 - 
1700CE).  
 
ELA Standards: 
Reading historical texts and sources regarding the time periods of The Renaissance, Reformation, and 
Scientific Revolution. 
 
Additional Standards (Social Studies, Art, Physical Education): 

 



 
 

 

 
PBL Summary: Write a few sentences describing this 
PBL unit. 
In this living timeline activity students are randomly 
paired with a person, place, object, or event from early 
modern Europe.  Once paired, students then dive into 
research on their topic and create a Google Site or 
poster board.  To put their research to the test, 
students then must find three other peers that have 
subjects related to theirs.  To show their culminating 
knowledge on their topic students will present a 
Flipgrid explaining how their topics relate and what 
they are.  To determine the purpose of their event, and 
also seek a new perspective, the entire class will have 
the task of correctly aligning themselves in order based 
on the event they represent.  

Multi-Dimensional/Driving Question: Think of 
a relevant problem with multiple solutions that 
will drive student learning. 
 
 

If you were a living part of history 
what would you have done 

differently? 
 
 
 
 

Tennessee Academic Standards for Science Connection 
Disciplinary Core Idea(s): Science & Engineering Practice(s): 

Asking questions about historical 
topics to see relationships and 
historical impact 

Cross Cutting Concept(s):  
cause and effect 
stability and systems 
(government, culture, etc.) 
 



 
 

 
21st Century Skills Addressed (circle all that apply): 
 
               Creativity                                   Collaboration                                   Critical Thinking  
 
Communication                Information literacy                     Media literacy                                Technology Literacy 
  
       Flexibility                       Leadership                          Initiative             Productivity            Social Skills 
 
Culminating Event: What final student learning products will show student mastery of the content area 
standards? 
A Google Slide (site), posterboard, or other creation for the individual part of the project and a Flipgrid 
collaboration presentation for the group aspect of the project. Students must comment on other groups’ 
FlipGrids. 
 
 
 
 
 
Hook Event: Develop an 
introductory activity that will spark 
student interest and further 
questions. 
 
 
 
Present a scrambled timeline to the 
students with various people, 
places, and events in the 
Renaissance, Reformation, and 
Scientific Revolution. 
 
The Problem: What is the 
significance of each person, place, 
object, and event? AND How do 
they relate to other classmates' 
person, place, object, and event in 
the context of the historical time 
period of the Renaissance, 
Reformation, and Scientific 
Revolution? 
 

Community Partners: List potential 
business or industry partners that 
could add to the learning experience 
for students.  Include websites or 
contact info. 
 
 

1. Five Points Museum 
 
 
 

2. Cleveland Public Library 
Historic Branch 

 
 
 

3. Lee University 
 
 

What do you need from 
these partners (i.e. guest 
speaker, field trip, help 
facilitate an activity)? 
 
 
 

1. Guest Speakers 
 
 
 

2. Access to their 
resources 

 
 
 

3. Promotion of 
published student 
work 

 
 
 

Daily Activities: What activities will students complete to answer the 
multi-dimensional/driving question (that reinforces content from the 
standards)? 
Activity: 

Resources/Materials 
Needed: 
Laptop, academic resources 
for research, Google 
applications, poster board, 
Flipgrid 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Drawing randomly from the Timeline Bucket, the student will select their 
person, place, object, or event from the Renaissance, Reformation, or 
Scientific Revolution. 
 
 
2.The student will address question 1 of the problem. Students will choose 
the medium that their finished project will be in - Google Slide, Poster 
Board, other creations. 
 
 
3.Student will address question 2 of the problem. Student will learn which 
persons, places, objects, or events are directly related to their own. This will 
be a part of the collaboration piece of the project. Further direct help from 
the instructor will be available. 
 
 
4.Students will receive 1 more day of assistance and work in class. They are 
to begin working with their direct partners in creating a Flipgrid to go 
along with their individual project. 
 
 
5.Students are to collaborate with all other students to find out where they 
fall on an exact timeline. The students will get in order in the room from 
right to left and state their person, place, project, or event and the dates 
that are significant.  
 
 
6. The Flipgrids are presented on the screen, in class, in chronological 
order. 
Technology Integration: How is technology embedded into this PBL unit? 
Students will use Flipgrid to record the collaboration between the members of their group as they present 
the relationships between their persons, places, objects, or events. Students working at home could even 
participate in this recording via Google Meet. 
 
 
Capstone Presentation: Flipgrid videos to be seen by peers, other teachers, and members of the 
community relating to the persons, places, objects, or events from the time periods of The Renaissance, 
Reformation, and Scientific Revolution. 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Performance Based Rubric 

 

Standard: Developing On-Target Mastery 

Science 
 
 
 

   

Math 
 
 
 

Place in timeline not 
totally accurate and/or 
clear 

Place in timeline is 
mostly accurate and 
individual people, 
places, objects are 
unclear 

Place in timeline 
perfectly accurate 

ELA 
 
 
 

   

Social Studies 
 
 
 

Student work depicts 
some historical 
inaccuracy and does not 
have a firm grasp on the 
historical relationship 
of their topic. 

Student work is 
generally historically 
accurate but shows 
little understanding of 
the historical 
relationship of their 
topic. 

Student is both 
historically accurate 
and understands the 
historical relationship 
with others that relate 
to their topics. 

Other Content Areas 
 
 
 

   


