
Attribute 1.4 Classroom and Building Layout Promote 21st Century Skills 
 
Cleveland Middle School seeks to promote 21st Century skills in students' foundational learning 
as it prepares students for success at the next level, Cleveland High School. Recognizing that 
CMS needs to develop in students the ability to reason analytically, solve complex problems 
and facilitate communication skills necessary for teamwork.  By encouraging the development of 
these skills, Cleveland Middle realizes that a traditional curriculum of content-based learning 
must be blended with process learning skills to assist students in achieving a 21st Century 
education. Our faculty believes that cross-curricular instruction and use of PBL instruction will 
provide students with the tools for developing process skills. We offer our 8th grade students 
instruction in Physical Science/ Algebra (high school credit) and Computer Applications 
(college/highschool credit). Our students are encouraged to participate in service learning 
through our many curricular and extracurricular activities. CMS students experience a 
connection to business/industry through its Junior Achievement, community speakers and CTE 
partnerships in providing student experiences such as job interviews and career exploration. 
Faculty are evaluated on their instructional delivery and classroom design using the TEAM 
evaluation rubric to specifically address analytical thinking, problem-solving, collaboration and 
classroom environment.  
 
Cleveland Middle School’s building design features our CTE and library at the heart of the 
building. By centralizing our STEM/CTE concentrated curriculum, it is easily accessible to all 
grade levels, students and faculty. Each grade level spirals into an adjacent wing from all of our 
CTE/Library. Staff and students move freely to each centralized location experiencing a daily 
connection to STEM. Instructors can move their classrooms to our theatre and spacious library 
to take advantage of all of their technological features available. Our classrooms are not 
restricted to only indoor use as our students and staff recognize that a classroom can be 
created outdoors as well. It is not unusual to see instruction being delivered outdoors in one of 
our two courtyards, on the side of a large field or behind our building, where an outdoor 
classroom is featured off of a CMS fitness trail.  
 
CMS provides every student and faculty with a Macbook Air as part of its BLADE initiative. Our 
building has been adapted to promote 1 to 1 device learning with enhanced wireless modems 
and touch screen presentation devices. All classrooms feature capabilities for wireless 
presentations by instructors and students, using Apple TV as a connection. Lessons are 
structured to encourage both content and technology skills. Students are able to take their 
school-issued device home to increase learning accessibility. We are able to provide students 
without internet access at home kajeets for checkout and a wireless access point in our school 
parking lot for after school use. This strengthens our students ability to complete assignments, 
collaborate, give and receive feedback, design projects from coding to multimedia 
presentations. Our faculty regularly receives G-Suite and Canvas training on updates to use 
with their CMS laptop to improve lesson delivery involving creativity, review, assessment, 
strategies, providing feedback and sharing between one another as well as to students.  
 



Cleveland Middle’s CTE department features many state of the art components to provide 
students with experiences in flight simulation, automotive, robotics and engineering design 
through our Engineering program.  Our Communications program provides students with the 
opportunity to learn Broadcasting in its TV studio featuring a daily morning show featuring news, 
entertainment and sports recaps.  The Business program features instruction in technology with 
student computers and offers an advanced course in Computer Applications.  Our Medical 
Science Program uses current medical equipment to instruct students on monitoring health and 
well-being applicable to their daily lives. All of these courses are available to all CMS students 
and provide preparation for college and career readiness as they advance to Cleveland High 
School. STEM instruction is not limited to our CTE curriculum but integrated within our content 
areas as well. One example is our ELA department works closely with Lee University to host 
and write the Raider Times, our school newspaper. Students must use technology, analysis and 
creativity to achieve a finished product. 
 


