
 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS & FORGERIES  
Lesson 2  
fI 

 

HITLER DIARIES  
Consider the example 
given...comment on how it was 
discovered to be a forgery… 

 

QUESTION DOCUMENTS 
Forgeries by:  Tracing; Disguised 
Handwriting; Computer 
Manipulation; Altered Documents 
 
Must look at money, checks, credit 
cards, stamps, even tickets.  Also 
examine wills, contracts, and deeds. 
Always looking for alterations to 
documents like ship logs; passport; 
even insurance policies and medical 
records...Question Document 
Examiners also review suicide 
notes; threatening letters; and bank 
hold-up notes and notes for ransom. 
Murder scenes could also have 
written evidence… 
Can you come up with other 
possibilities to study?  

KNOWLEDGE OF 
TECHNOLOGIES USED IN 
CREATING WRITTEN 
EVIDENCE 
 
Gathering evidence from printers, 
toners, FAX machines, etc 
FBI; Military Forensic Labs 

 



 

SUBJECTIVE VS. OBJECTIVE 
TOOLS FOR ANALYSIS 
 
Record subjective tools: 
_____________________________
_______________________ 
Record objective tools: 
_____________________________
_______________________ 
 
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS 
Watch this videoclip: 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=TRInDOEdZEU 
 
Review examples here: 
http://www.handwritingpro.com/e
xamples.html 
 
Handwriting Examples: 
http://www.handwriting.org/samp
les.html 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUES 
Chromatography tests 
 
Linguistics over time can help to 
expose forgeries.. 
 
ACTIVITY  
Using strips of paper in alcohol with 
different pen marks help show the 
chromatography of the sample. 
 
WATCH CHROMATOGRAPHY 
FILM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
PvHvx7k7UPU 
 
How would Forensic scientist use 
this analysis to help with a case? 
Please comment… 
 
 
 
  

 

 

SEARCHING FOR DEFECTS 
 
TYPEWRITERS 
Narrowing fonts; manufacturing 
defects; use-wear patterns 
 
ELECTRIC TYPEWRITERS  
Locating the type ball 
 
ALIGNMENT ISSUES 
Older vs. new ribbons 
PRINTERS 
Dot matrix; inkjet; to laser printers; 
COPIERS 
PAPER 
Watermarks; fiber content; how it 
reacts to the ink; microscopic 
differences; staple holes; thickness 
of papers; standards that have slight 
differences.  
 
INDENTED WRITING 
INK 
Chemicals to analyze; careful not to 
destroy evidence. 
INVESTIGATORS ALWAYS START 
WITH LEAST DAMAGING 
METHODS 
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GRAPHOLOGY VS. 
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS 
 
Can you tell a person’s 
personality by their handwriting? 
Changes with experience, age, 
and physical condition; casual 
vs. formal writing; ESL; cultural 
and historical differences 
 
CLASS CHARACTERISTICS: 
Such as the Palmer Method of 
Penmanship 
 
INDIVIDUAL 
CHARACTERISTICS: 
Variations.  Depend on how 
often we write; how fast we 
write; our own writing flair and 
style 
 

 

WHAT CAN AND CANNOT BE 
DETERMINED FROM A 
HANDWRITING ANALYSIS? 
 
For comparisons an exemplar is 
needed; the more variety of 
exemplars the more likely to see 
the unique and telling 
differences 
 

● Known sample must be 
authentic 

● Protocol:  comfortable; 
lighting; same writing 
instrument; same style; 
same paper; must be 
dictating, can’t alter, and 
can concentrate fully on 
changing writing style. 

● Insert phrase in a longer 
dictation 

● Fill out multiple 
examples. 

 
ACTIVITY: 
Writing example...let’s review 
differences...make comparisons 
between your neighbor.  
 
 

FORGERIES 
Jerky starts and stops can indicate 
uncertainty and copying. Can you 
give any other tell-tale signs? 
 
INTENTIONAL CHANGING 
WRITING STYLES 
 
PHYSICAL IMPEDIMENT CAN 
CHANGE STYLE 
 
USING MAGNIFICATION, 
LOOKING FOR SIGNIFICANT 
SIMILARITIES; AND SIGNIFICANT 
DIFFERENCES 
 
CAN YOU SOLVE THE 
COUNTERFEIT COIN RIDDLE?  By 
Jennifer Lu 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t
E2dZLDJSjA 
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