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A Brief Summary… 
 
The CMS Library Media Center’s after-school extended learning program is based on an 
enrichment model.  Although we do offer homework assistance and tutoring, our 
primary mission is to promote group and independent learning activities.  Throughout 
the academic year, we have had anywhere from 18 to 60 students daily, with an average 
around 25 students.  Attendance is optional.   We do have a stable of regulars who 
attend each day.  Our extended hours are from Tuesdays through Thursdays, 3 p.m. 
until 5 p.m. and on Mondays and Fridays, until 3:30 p.m..  
 
Students need time to experiment and to assess their talents and preferences in order 
to find their own personal voices and passions.  With such busy school days, there is 
little time given over to such explorations of one’s intellectual interests; and 
unfortunately, many of our students return home to environments with few if any 
age-appropriate enrichment prospects.  So, by providing a rich, warm and welcoming 
place to explore, dream, invent, and create, we are offering a unique service in our 
after-school program.  Students after-school, have the leisure time to read, and pursue 
what makes them curious, in a safe and stimulating setting.  Essentially, we are 
advocating and supporting a means of being more, and of possibly finding a future 
career path.  In many ways we’re attempting to correct for the glaring economic 
discrepancies within our own school’s population.  
 
Brief Summary of Enrichment Activities: 

● The librarian helped with homework assignments each afternoon, set up 
peer-tutoring, and had available a wide range of enrichment materials, including 
but not limited to, books, puzzles, online internet sites, LEGO Mindstorms 
Robots, educational CD-ROMs, board games, Chess, Wii games, craft materials 
and DVDs.  

● To encourage student leaders, we had student-initiated and facilitated clubs that 
met on certain afternoons: 

o “Writer’s Group” 
o “Anime Club” 
o “Art & Crafts Group” 
o “The Creative Club” 



● We also had a couple of students interested in learning “survival skills” in a 
chosen foreign language using the online program:  Transparent Language.  

● We found that many of the students enjoyed the freedom to make personal 
choices in what activity they wanted to pursue. Many too, enjoyed reading 
eBooks after-school on our iPads and playing on the educational apps. 

● We continued our Makerspaces focus this year after-school, offering many craft 
materials for their own personal creations.  We also had available a 3D digital 
pen where the students used stencils for design ideas and created 3 dimensional 
art objects. 

● Students enjoyed playing ping-pong, and several target-tossing indoor games, 
encouraging appropriate social behaviors in a competitive game. 

● After teaching several students how to use the new zSpace Virtual Reality 
Computer, they were able to enjoy the interactive simulations of models and 
concepts reinforcing what they learned in class.  

● Students also enjoyed our Lego Mindstorms Kit, building and programming two 
robots to battle…“Adam and Eve” using the online software.   Many too, 
explored our interactive magnetic circuits and building set called LittleBits. 

● Several students helped as library assistants learning many useful library 
housekeeping chores, such as shelving books, stamping and putting covers on 
new books, taking rolls, and accompanying students to their lockers, etc..  Having 
such responsibility not only encourages our students to learn new skills, it helps 
improve the student’s self-esteem and sense of accomplishment. 

 
Overall, the students appeared to enjoy the experience of coming to the library media 
center and choosing for themselves (with encouragement) what they wanted to do.  In 
our experience, when they are motivated they will learn…  
 

 Regards, 
 Grace M. Dyrek, Library Media Specialist 

 


