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With the advent of digital technology, expectations for student learning have dramatically 
shifted.  A S.T.E.A.M. approach challenges our students to wrestle with complex problems, 
collaborate with one another, and investigate and apply information in creative ways.  To keep 
pace with the new technologies and methods for teaching such higher learning skills, our 
community of partners help and do, with monetary contributions and expertise.  
 
Our school is filled with students with amazing potential and as teachers we are obligated to 
deliver creative and rigorous lessons every day that reach all of them.  It is far from a solitary 
pursuit.  Shoulder-to-shoulder and during COVID-19 crisis, screen-to-screen, we at Cleveland 
Middle School work as a school, as a system and as a community to build supportive, effective, 
equitable instruction.  Our instructional partners are many and vary with each organization; they 
are dedicated and defined by their desire to help ensure our students have excellent instruction. 
From Friday morning visits from the 100 Black Men to shared lectures, presentations, or Q&A 
discussions  from Heart Surgeons, CEOs, Storytellers, and Mosaic Artists, our community offers 
sets of extra helping hands to inspire and influence our students to be their best possible selves.  
 
CMS partners with a variety of local organizations and colleges to enhance the exploration of 
STEM careers. Through our 4 C’s (Community, College, Career, Citizenship) Summer 
Academic Camp, students attend field trips to local colleges and businesses to enhance 
real-world connections to STEM careers.   Community partnerships with First Tennessee Bank, 
CHI Memorial Health Care, Cleveland Country Club, and Westwood Baptist Church have 
allowed us to create a database of STEM career professionals who will partner in the classroom 
to serve as guest speakers or demonstrators. Having this database as well as access to 
Cleveland High School”s robust C.T.E. Team’s expertise and program, future work study 
partnerships can be planned and discussed as students discover their own aptitudes and 
passions.  Our community businesses and organization leaders are eager to help teachers 
make the necessary real world connections so our students can thrive. 
 
 


